
TOWN OF BENNINGTON
      WATER AND SEWER
Minutes of the Meeting- November 12, 2016

For informational use only. The Commissioners may accept these minutes at a future date.

Present Glenn Wilson
David Desaulniers

Commissioner Wilson called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. The minutes of the October 8, 
2016 meeting were reviewed and accepted as written. It was noted that an error was stated in the 
October meeting. The correct amount of money left from the Eaton Avenue project is $3255. 
Additional parts have been ordered with these funds. An update on 10 Greenfield Road noted 
that an application for sewer hookup has been received and payment has been made. The Budget 
Committee met on November 11, 2016. The Water and Sewer Commissioners have amended the
amount requested for Town of Antrim water and sewer line items. The water line item has been 
amended from $32,200 to $32,404 and the sewer line item has been amended from $32,600 to 
$33,983. Also, the FICA line item was amended to reflect the wages for Recording Secretary, 
Commissioners’ salary and labor wages. The Commissioners attended the Selectmen’s meeting 
on November 9, 2016 pertaining to the pump station at both 9 and 12 Hancock Road. It was 
noted that the 25 Acre Street issue was discussed. The ZBA granted a variance for the building 
of a porch which is in the area of the Town water line. At the end of the building permit process 
a permit of occupancy will be issued which the owner will be asked to sign off on before he will 
be able to sell the house. This will be kept on file at the Town Office. In an update of the new 
water meters it was noted that about 6 meters have been installed. The meter company is willing 
to read the meters but Antrim has not requested it to be done. The Commissioners are budgeting 
$12,000 for the reader that will be needed to read the new meters. At this time estimates are 
being done for the new meters. The Selectmen have asked that the Water and Sewer 
Commissioners inform the residents with new water meters of the procedure for billing for these 
meters. Correct readings will be billed after the reader has been purchased. The Commissioners 
with review the bills on an individual basis taking into account the billing history and possibly 
applying abatements. Matt from Antrim is not planning on installing any other water meters at 
this time unless there is an emergency. The Commissioners signed a warrant giving the Tax 
Collector permission to collect the water and sewer payments. Current bills were reviewed and 
signed for. Commissioner Wilson noted that he received a phone call from Matt stating that there
is grease build up in the well that needs to be cleaned out by hand. This will be added to next 
year’s budget as there are no funds available this year. The Commissioners will meet with the 
Capital Reserve Committee on November 16, 2016 at 7:15 p.m. to discuss their intentions for 
2017. The Commissioners plan to put forward a request for $20,500 ($18,500 for the Eaton 



Avenue project, $2,000 for well cleaning).The Commissioners received notice of Monadnock 
Paper Mill’s annual water and sewer meter calibration. The Selectmen have suggested that the 
Water and Sewer Commissioners increase the rates. The rates have not changed in the last 6 
years. The Commissioners are currently running at a deficit of around $14,000. This will be 
reviewed with the actual numbers after the year end. It was noted that when the town is on 
Antrim water the town has to pay Antrim’s rate of $50 to restore or connect which is more than 
Bennington’s rate. Commissioner Wilson made a motion to increase Bennington’s rate for 
restoring or disconnecting the water to $50 effective November 12, 2016. Commissioner 
Desaulniers seconded the motion and all were in favor. It was noted that the balance in the 
Antrim escrow fund is $35,000. The bill from the last of the dredging of the lagoon will be taken 
from the escrow account. As there was no other business at hand, the meeting was adjourned at 
11:00 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted by

Debra Belcher
Water and Sewer Recording Secretary

  Accepted by Commissioners
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